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Why ‘Fair Research Contracting’ ?

• Increasing global health research & increasing 

complexity of legal arrangements

• Ideal partnership has three outcomes:

– knowledge, product, service 
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– greater & sustainable research & innovation 

capacity of LMIC institution – technical, legal, 

human resources, financial

– making collaborative research predictable & easy

• Contracts & Contracting is key to making this happen

– but totally underdeveloped



Background to Bellagio Meeting

• 2006: ICDDR,B presentation to the WHO’s Advisory 

Committee on Health Research

– COHRED – ICDDR,B – others team up to begin an 

International Collaboration on Equitable Research Contracts

• 2009: Editorial in Bulletin of the WHO:
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• 2009: Editorial in Bulletin of the WHO:

• 2011: March think tank to identify key issues

• 2012 April: Forum 2012 – ‘market place vote’

• 2012 October : Bellagio meeting to develop solutions



Issues in Contract & Contracting

1. Distribution of research benefits

2. Ownership of data, samples & publications

3. Sharing of intellectual property rights

4. Capacity building & technology transfer
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4. Capacity building & technology transfer

5. Adequate compensation for indirect costs

6. Insufficient / absent national legal framework

7. Conflict resolution



Objectives & Possible Outcomes

• Review and test out the key issues identified so far –

from all relevant angles

• Ultimate outputs :  for critical review 
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• Ultimate outputs :  for critical review 

① Model contracts, checklists, modules

② Contracting training & support – a manual ?

③ Web-based ‘IP-advisor’ service 

④ Global advocacy for adoption of ‘best practice’

– ….
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