
International funding :
Henry Wellcome’s legacy

“We will continue to fund 
internationally and expect that this 
element of our funding will increase.”

• Support over 3000 researchers in
more than 50 different countries

• Total spend is approx £500 million p.a.

• £70 million p.a. for international activities



• Health research - including public health, 
health services research, clinical and 
fundamental research

• Not-for-profit technology transfer activities

• Medical humanities - including biomedical 
ethics and the history of medicine

• Public engagement and communication

See www.wellcome.ac.uk

The Wellcome Trust: 
What do we fund?



Challenges: research in developing 
countries

• Few post-doctoral scientists

• Training internationally is fragmented

• Career pathways

• Research infrastructure
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*which aim to stimulate and foster research on tropical medicine and public health
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Our philosophy

People
(projects, fellowships)

Teams
(programmes, fellowships)

Major Overseas Programmes
(centres, satellites, hubs and spokes)

Networks



International partnerships
Wellcome Trust-Burroughs Wellcome Fund 
Infectious Diseases Initiative

• Launched 1998, 13 awards, £18 m
• Trilateral international collaborations  between the UK, the USA

or Canada, with the 'centre of gravity' of research in the 
developing world. Examples:

• New insights in the epidemiology and control of T. solium
taeniasis/cysticercosis – Peru
[Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Universidad Nacional San Marcos, 
Johns Hopkins, University of Salford]

• Urban community randomization trial of sexually transmitted 
diseases prevention - Peru
[Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, University of Washington, Imperial 
College London]

• Clinical response and resistance to antimonial drugs in Leishmania
- Colombia
[Centro Internacional de Entrenamiento e Investigaciones Medicas, Wayne 
State University, Laval University Quebec, University of Glasgow, University 
of Dundee]

• Population pathogenesis of tuberculosis - Mexico
[Instituto Nacional Salud Publica, Instituto Nacional de la Nutricion, Stanford
University, Imperial College London]


