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This is a ‘review version’ of the manual, it is being circulated to a small expert group for review and comment 
before being launched in February 2008. We would therefore like to receive your feedback by the end of 
January at the latest to enable us to incorporate your input into the launch version. 

We welcome and encourage all comments, suggestions, feedback and the sharing of experience on approaches 
that have worked (or not) in national health research system development.   

Please complete the review form (available from http://www.cohred.org/NHRSsupport/), or contact Dr Andrew 
Kennedy (email: nhrs@cohred.org; fax: +41 22 591 8910; tel: +41 591 8903). We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

The manual will be regularly updated to include new thinking and additional approaches and experiences, 
validated through practical work in countries.�Check for regular updates on http://www.cohred.org/NHRSsupport/
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National Health Research Systems (NHRS) Assessment  
 

NHRS Mapping Form

The aim of this form is to provide a guide to collect the basic information required to describe a NHRS 
- the existing framework for governance and management, the institutional structure and the influential 
actors.  It will be necessary to consult a range of sources to compile the information required.  Some 
information will be available through document and website review, but this may need to be 
supplemented by interviewing key contacts within the major institutions.  Other information, or access 
to documentation, may only be available through interviews with stakeholders. 
 

1. Governance and Management of the National Health Research System (NHRS) 
 
1.1. Describe the governance structure or mechanisms of health research in your country (in other 

words: what is the overall governance of your NHRS) ? 
• Provide the name of structure(s) or organisation(s) involved and provide documents 

and/or references describing their roles and responsibilities where available. 
 
Example: a national research commission; a medical research council tasked with overall review; a 
ministry of science and technology or of research 
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1.2. What is the actual (‘day-to-day’) management or coordination mechanism(s) of your 
NHRS?  

• Provide names of structure(s), position(s) or organisation(s) involved and provide 
documents and/or references describing their roles and responsibilities where 
available. 

 
Example: director in ministry of health / higher education; president of the research council; joint body of 
universities; etc. 

1.3. Does the Ministry of Health have a director / directorate / department that deals especially 
with and coordinates health research in your country ? 

• Provide the name and contact details of the responsible officer or structure; 
• If there is no such office or officer in the Ministry of Health, are there offices in 

other government departments that take responsibility for health research ? 
o If so, provide the name and contact details of the responsible officer(s) or 

structure (s). 
 
Example: Director of Health / Medical Research in MOH; or, officer in Ministry of Education, or Science 
and Technology, or Research, National Health, Medical or Other Research Council, etc. 
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1.4. Do any other Ministries (e.g. Finance, Science & Technology, Higher Education, or their 
equivalents) have designated officials who deal with health / health sector / health 
research ? 
• If YES, give name(s), position(s), details of responsibilities. 

 
Example: A Department of Finance official with specific liaison responsibility with Ministry of Health; etc 

1.5. Does your country have a National Health or Health Sector strategy, plan, or policy? 
• If YES,  

o provide a short description of its main objectives and relevant documents 
and/or references where available; 

o provide a short description of any health or medical research content 
 
Example: Health research is highlighted as necessary for decision making, improving services, or 
developing new interventions etc. 
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1.6. Does your country have a National Health Research strategy, plan, or policy? 
• If YES, provide a short description of its aims, scope and content; and relevant 

documents and/or references where available; 
 
Example: A specific strategy, plan or policy dealing with health research, health research capacity 
building or health research system development; etc. 

1.7. Does your country have any other national strategies, plans, or policies relevant to health 
research? 

• If YES,  
o provide a short description of its main objectives and relevant documents 

and/or references where available; 
o provide a short description of relevant health or medical research content 

 
Example: Health related research highlighted as a component in National Science& Technology, Higher 
Education, Economic development, Social development, or Agriculture Strategies etc. 
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1.8. Is there any legislation in your country that deals specifically with health research ?  
• If YES, provide a short description and relevant documents and/or references where 

available.  
 

Example: the Health Act (if it does refer to health research); or a health research Act; or a Science and 
Technology Act; also decrees, regulations (under acts), by-laws in provinces that deal especially with 
health research; Acts that establish national health research body (e.g. Medical Research Council); etc 

1.9. Does your Ministry of Health have an ‘active’ list of National Health Priorities ?  
• If YES:  

o Provide a short description of the process used to develop the priorities 
covering methodology, frequency of updating and inclusiveness of 
consultation process 

o Provide relevant documents and/or references where available, and 
o List the priorities; 
o Give a date when these were officially adopted by the Ministry. 

 
Example: list of ‘official’ health priorities; if the Ministry has no list but other national bodies do have, 
for example, a national  health system, answer the same questions. 
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1.10. Does your Ministry of Health have an ‘active’ list of National Health RESEARCH 
Priorities ?  

• If YES:  
o Provide a short description of the process used to develop the priorities 

covering methodology, frequency of updating and inclusiveness of 
consultation process 

o Provide relevant documents and/or references where available, and 
o List the priorities; 
o Give a date when these were officially adopted by the Ministry. 

 
Example: list of ‘official’ health RESEARCH priorities; if the Ministry has no list but other national 
bodies do have, for example, a medical research council, answer the same questions. 

1.11. Does your country have any other national research or research capacity 
development priorities relevant to health research ? 

• If YES,  
o provide a short description of its main objectives and relevant documents 

and/or references where available; 
o provide a short description of relevant health or medical research content 

 
Example: Health related research included within priorities set for Science& Technology, Higher 
Education, Economic development, Social development, or Agriculture etc. 

1.12. Does the NHRS have stated values (e.g. covering ethical conduct of research, issues of 
excellence, relevance, or equity; or any other values) ?  
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• If YES, provide a short description and relevant documents and/or references where 
available.  

 
Example: medical research council documents often have ‘clauses’ that deal with ‘research to be 
conducted to the highest ethical standards’ or ‘research needs to be relevant to the country’s population; 
etc 

1.13. What are the aims of the NHRS or of major components of the NHRS (for example as 
might be included in a mission or vision statement) ? 

• Provide a short description and relevant documents and/or references where 
available.  

 
Example: if there are no clear aims or mission statement,  state here; otherwise, list actual aims and 
objectives as listed in mission statements, or in other relevant documents. 
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1.14. Does the NHRS have a system of monitoring and evaluation ?  
• If yes, provide the name(s) of the structure(s), mechanism(s), office(s), or 

organisation(s) involved in monitoring and evaluation of the activities of the NHRS 
or of its major components, and provide relevant documents or references where 
available.   

 
Example: the ministry may be required to provide an annual report to parliament on health research; or, 
the medical research council may be required to list its activities (and that of others) in its annual report; 
etc. 

1.15. Describe the ethical review processes or structures for health research in your country. 
• If YES, provide a short description of national or institutional ethics review of 

research protocols, and provide relevant documents and/or references where 
available.  

 
Example: is there a national ethics committee that reviews proposals? Do research institutions have 
ethics committees of their own; is there legislation regulating such committees ?; who deals with 
internationally sponsored research; is there review of private (for-profit) health research ? etc 
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1.16. Describe how your country attempts to increase the utilisation of research results by 
policy makers, managers, practitioners, public; in other words, how are you 
promoting or implementing ‘evidence-based policy and decision making’ ? 
• Provide a short description of efforts or mechanisms to achieve this, and provide 

relevant documents and/or references where available. 
 

Example: guidelines on the use of research in policy development and practice; provision of access to 
international research literature; mechanisms to review and ‘translate’ research for use by policy makers 
and managers; organisation of specific symposia or congresses; courses; are there national ‘clinical 
practice’ guidelines for specific conditions; links to the media; etc. 

1.17. Who is responsible in your country for dissemination of research findings?
• Provide a short description of how this is done, if at all, and provide relevant 

documents and/or references and/or examples of ‘best practice’ where available. 
 

Example: the director of research in the MOH; or academic institutions; researchers; press-office; or 
there may be no defined responsibility and dissemination activities are conducted in an ad hoc manner 
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1.18. Describe how the health service policy makers (the ministry) in your country remain 
informed of advances in health and medical care produced internationally. 
* Specifically, is there a regular mechanism whereby some institution in your country 
will keep the Ministry of Health up to date on advances in terms of the top-ten health 
priorities ? 
• Provide a short description of efforts or mechanisms to achieve this, and provide 

relevant documents and/or references where available. 
 

Example: there is no specific mechanism – it happens by ‘meetings’ or attending conferences; or, there is 
an annual health forum with academics, researchers, and ministry officials; or the country adopts WHO 
recommendations directly; Has the Ministry asked a University or Research Council to keep informing 
them about advances in health priority areas; or is there a ministerial ‘advisory committee’ (for example 
on medical technology); or links between health programmes and researchers in related fields ? 

1.19. Who is responsible in your country for monitoring and evaluation of the impact of 
new health policies or interventions on health and development? 
• Provide a short description of how this is done, if at all, and provide relevant 

documents and/or references and/or examples where available. 
 

Example: the director of research in the MOH; or academic institutions; etc 
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1.20. Describe how research evidence is used by the body that regulates the introduction of 
new health technologies, including drugs.  
• Provide the name of structure(s) or organisation(s) involved and provide documents 

and/or references describing their roles and responsibilities where available; 
• The types of health technology regulated: pharmaceuticals, medical devices, 

services, procedures etc; 
• Describe the use of research evidence by the regulating body, noting: 

o The criteria use to guide decision making; 
o The use of evidence on effectiveness; 
o The use of evidence on cost-effectiveness. 

 
Example: national drug regulating office or agency; national food regulating agency; commission of 
experts or commission of ministry officials or of both; accept foreign institution’s approvals; etc 
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2. Institutions engaged in ‘research for health’ 
 

2.1 Identification of institutions that commission, conduct and use research for health in your 
country: (Note: add additional rows as necessary)

Institution Commission Conduct Use 
(a) Government departments and agencies 
(this will include research institutes under government control, and it may include ministries of education, science 
and technology, agriculture and finance, among others; in some countries, provincial departments and agencies 
may also be of relevance to list here)

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

(b) Health care system 
(give the names of the major hospitals and teaching hospitals, health clinics, both the public and private sectors, or 
other important institutions in the health sector that commission, conduct or use research) 

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

(c) Higher education and (national) research institutes / laboratories 
(Include degree or equivalent awarding tertiary education institutions in both the public and private sectors. This 
includes research institutes and experimental stations operating under the direct control of, administered by or 
associated with higher education establishments.  It also includes non academic and foreign institutions) 
 
NB. Medical Schools may fall under this category or under category (b) depending on the major source of its 
funding. For example, in some countries the medical schools fall directly under the ministry of health, and can then 
be listed in category (b).  

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

(d) Private non-profit organisations involved in research for health  
(this can include civil society organisations like charitable institutions, national non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), professional bodies (e.g. medical associations) and community organisations) 

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

(e) Business enterprise or industry (Private for-profit)
(any private for-profit company providing products or services whether national or foreign.  This will mainly 
relate to pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, but may also include producers of medical devices, 
clinical research organisations and consultancy firms if they commission, conduct or use research for health) 

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

Institution Commission Conduct Use 
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(f) International research and development sponsors or partners involved in research for 
health 
(agencies, foundations and donors, including international organisations active in the country.  Include all such 
institutions directly involved with health research) 

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

(g) Are there any other institutions / commissions / structures / councils / networks / fora 
etc. in your country that have an important impact on the activities of the NHRS that 
were not mentioned above ? 

Yes/no Yes/no Yes/no 

2.2 Identification of Media organisations that play an active role in dissemination (and even 
conducting or commissioning) research for health in your country. 

• Provide a short description of how this is done, if at all, and provide relevant 
documents and/or references and/or examples where available. 

 

Example: newspapers, websites, radio stations or tv channels with regular health updates / health 
reporting, etc 

3. Key stakeholders involved in ‘research for health’ 
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3.1. From the institutions, commissions, mechanisms, companies and other structures noted in 
Section 2 - identify the positions and institutions that have the greatest influence over the 
NHRS for the following sectors: Government, Research producers, Civil society, International 
partners and Business enterprise; as appropriate. 

• Provide a short description of these and how they influence the NHRS, and provide 
relevant documents and/or references and/or examples where available. 

 
Example: list top 3 most influential stakeholders for Government, Research producers, Civil society, 
International partners and Business enterprise sectors 

4. Available literature and data review on ‘research for health’  
 

4.1. What are the most important or most used previous analyses, reports or information sources 
on health and health research systems in your country (examples are: World Health Survey, 
Demographic and Health Surveys, Surveillance systems, Surveys of health systems capacity 
and activity, Resource flows studies, bibliometric studies, Health Research System 
Assessments, etc). 

• Provide a short description of these, and provide relevant documents and/or 
references and/or examples where available. 

 
Example: results of major health survey, reports form surveillance systems, assessment of health research 
production or the health research system, research capacity assessments; etc 
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5. Administrative information 
 

5.1. Give the names of the stakeholders interviewed in the course of data collection. 
 

Example: Staff from Ministries, Universities, Medical Schools; etc 

5.2. Give references for the documents reviewed in the course of data collection. 
 

Example: Policies, plans, strategies, annual reports, work plans, budget statements, websites; etc 

5.3. How many working days did it take to collect the information and complete this form ? 
(Include time spent arranging meetings and requesting documentation) 

 
Number of working days: 
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Definitions

Dissemination 
The dissemination is the process of taking the reports of the research findings and making them 
available to potential users of the information. This is considered more than the passive production of 
academic publications, which are classified as primary outputs of research. Dissemination activities 
may take the form of presentations to academics and other users, media activities, the production of 
targeted briefs, and study or training days.  
 
Governance 
NHRS governance sets out the framework of relationships, systems, processes and rules for making 
decisions within the system. It also provides the structure through which the system’s objectives are 
set, as well as the means of attaining and monitoring the performance of those objectives. 
 
Legislation 
For purposes of this questionnaire, include all formal legal documents that governments uses to 
influence society: acts, laws, decrees, policies, ‘white papers’, other ‘official statements by a ministry. 
 
Management 
Management characterises the process of leading and directing the operations of the NHRS.  The 
distinction between governance and management is that governance covers what the system should do, 
how it should work and what measures should be taken to assess whether it achieves its objectives, 
whereas management relates to the planning and execution of the activities to make this happen. 
 
National Health Research System (NHRS) 
The people and institutions that generate or use research evidence to maintain, promote and restore the 
health and development of a population; and the activities and environment that facilitate these 
processes. 
 
Health Research 
The generation of knowledge that can be used to promote, restore, maintain, protect, monitor and/or 
conduct surveillance of the health of populations. It includes biomedical research, which comprises the 
study of detection, cause, treatment and rehabilitation of persons with specific diseases or conditions, 
the design of methods, drugs and devices to address these health problems, and scientific investigations 
in such areas as cellular and molecular bases of disease, genetics and immunology. It also includes 
clinical research, which is based on the observation and treatment of patients or volunteers; 
epidemiological research, which is concerned with the study and control of diseases and of exposures 
and other situations suspected of being harmful to health; social science research, which investigates 
the broad social determinants of health; behavioural research, which is associated with risk factors for 
ill health and disease with a view to promoting health and preventing disease; operational research on 
health systems and how these can be improved to achieve desired health outcomes, including project or 
programme evaluation; and research capacity strengthening activities aimed to increase or strengthen 
individual or institutional capacities to conduct research. 
 



H�

�
 �E� ����	!�����"	)
��	/	�����	2>#��	�����	



H4

National Health Research Systems (NHRS) Assessment 
 

NHRS Mapping Form – Health Equity Annex

The aim of this annex to the main NHRS Mapping Form is to provide a guide to collecting information 
to allow an assessment of whether the NHRS is designed to promote health equity.  It compiles the 
equity related content of key policies and priorities, and identifies the structures and institutions with 
responsibilities and interests in increasing equity in health. 
 

Definition 
 

Equity in health implies that ideally everyone should have a fair opportunity to attain their full health 
potential and, more pragmatically, that no one should be disadvantaged from achieving this potential, if 

it can be avoided 
 

Source: Whitehead, M (2000). The concepts and principles of equity and health. WHO Regional Office for Europe, 
Copenhagen. 

A1. Governance and Management of the National Health Research System 
(NHRS) 
 
A1.1. Does the Ministry of Health have a director / directorate / department that deals 

especially with and coordinates efforts to address health equity in your country ? 
• Provide the name and contact details of the responsible officer or structure; 
• If there is no such office or officer in the Ministry of Health, describe how the 

ministry manages efforts to address health equity. 
 
Please give the name of the director, directorate or department in the MOH that responsible for health 
equity, or describe how this issue is managed within the Ministry 
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A1.2. Do any other Ministries within government hold responsibilities for identifying or 
tackling issues of equity in general and health equity in particular (for example dealing 
with issues related to inequity attribute to Place of residence (e.g. rural/urban), Religion, 
Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, Socioeconomic status, Social networks 
and capital (e.g. displaced populations), Age)? 
• If YES, give name(s), position(s), details of responsibilities. 

 
Example: Ministries of Social Development, Gender Affairs or Finance, Central Statistical Office, 
Poverty Reduction Commission; etc 

A1.3. Does the National Health or Health Sector strategy, plan, or policy (described in 
Question 1.5 of Section 1) explicitly address issues of health equity ? 

• If YES,  
o provide a short summary of the equity related content; 
o Note ‘stratifiers’ of health equity addressed, including: Place of residence 

(e.g. rural/urban), Religion, Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, 
Socioeconomic status, Social networks and capital (e.g. displaced 
populations), Age; 

o Note aspects of health equity considered, for example health determinants, 
health system inputs, coverage and use of health services, and health 
outcomes. 

 
Example: Highlight where equity issues are explicitly addressed, for example issues related to gender, 
poverty, ethnicity etc or other under served or disadvantaged groups. 
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A1.4. Does the National Health Research strategy, plan, or policy (described in Question 1.6 
of Section 1) explicitly address issues of health equity ? 

• If YES,  
o Provide a short summary of the equity related content; 
o Note ‘stratifiers’ of health equity addressed, including: Place of residence 

(e.g. rural/urban), Religion, Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, 
Socioeconomic status, Social networks and capital (e.g. displaced 
populations), Age; 

o Note aspects of health equity considered, for example health determinants, 
health system inputs, coverage and use of health services, and health 
outcomes; 

o Describe any content related to increasing the recruitment, education or 
retention of females researchers 

 
Example: Highlight where equity issues are explicitly addressed, for example issues related to gender, 
poverty, ethnicity etc or under served or disadvantaged groups. 

A1.5. Do the other national strategies, plans, or policies (described in Question 1.7 of Section 
1) explicitly address issues of health equity ? 

• If YES,  
o provide a short summary of the equity related content; 
o Note ‘stratifiers’ of health equity addressed, including: Place of residence 

(e.g. rural/urban), Religion, Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, 
Socioeconomic status, Social networks and capital (e.g. displaced 
populations), Age; 

o Note aspects of health equity considered, for example health determinants, 
health system inputs, coverage and use of health services, and health 
outcomes. 

 
Example: issues related to gender, poverty, ethnicity etc or other under served or disadvantaged groups. 
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A1.6. Do any of the National Health Priorities (described in Question 1.9 of Section 1) deal 
with issues related to health equity ?  

• If YES:  
o Describe how health equity is dealt with in the priority setting process; 
o Note ‘stratifiers’ of health equity addressed, including: Place of residence 

(e.g. rural/urban), Religion, Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, 
Socioeconomic status, Social networks and capital (e.g. displaced 
populations), Age; 

o Note aspects of health equity considered, for example health determinants, 
health system inputs, coverage and use of health services, and health 
outcomes. 

 
Example: priorities related to gender, poverty, ethnicity etc or other under served or disadvantaged 
groups. 

A1.7. Do any of the National Health RESEARCH Priorities (described in Question 1.10 of 
Section 1) deal with issues related to health equity ?  

• If YES:  
o Describe how health equity is dealt with in the priority setting process; 
o Note ‘stratifiers’ of health equity addressed, including: Place of residence 

(e.g. rural/urban), Religion, Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, 
Socioeconomic status, Social networks and capital (e.g. displaced 
populations), Age; 

o Note aspects of health equity considered, for example health determinants, 
health system inputs, coverage and use of health services, and health 
outcomes. 

 
Example: priorities related to gender, poverty, ethnicity etc or other under served or disadvantaged 
groups. 
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A1.8. Do any of the other national research or research capacity development priorities 
(described in Question 1.11 of Section 1) deal with issues related to health equity ?  

• If YES:  
o Describe how health equity is dealt with in the priority setting process; 
o Note ‘stratifiers’ of health equity addressed, including: Place of residence 

(e.g. rural/urban), Religion, Occupation, Gender, Race/ethnicity, Education, 
Socioeconomic status, Social networks and capital (e.g. displaced 
populations), Age; 

o Note aspects of health equity considered, for example health determinants, 
health system inputs, coverage and use of health services, and health 
outcomes. 

 
Example: priorities related to gender, poverty, ethnicity etc or other under served or disadvantaged 
groups. 

A1.9. Do the NHRS values (described in Question 1.12 of Section 1) include a commitment to 
health equity ?  

• If YES, provide a short description of the health equity statement.  
 

Example: list values related to health equity. 
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A1.10. Do the NHRS aims (described in Question 1.13 of Section 1) include a commitment to 
health equity ? 

• If YES, provide a short description of the health equity content.  
 

Example: list aims related to health equity. 

A1.11. Does the system of monitoring and evaluation for the NHRS (described in Question 
1.14 of Section 1) include components that assess how the system deals with health equity?  

• If YES, describe the health equity content.   
 

Example: monitoring the number of research projects or outputs on health equity topics or assessing the 
extent to which health equity relevant evidence is used in policy making; etc. 
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A2. Institutions engaged in ‘research for health’ 
 

A2.1. For the institutions that commission, conduct and use research for health (described 
in Question 2.1 of Section 2) identify those have a particular health equity focus. 

 
Institution 
(a) Government departments and agencies 
(departments or institutes with responsibilities to deal with issues related to health equity, for example poverty, 
gender, disadvantaged communities) 

(b) Health care system 
(give the names of the major hospitals and teaching hospitals, health clinics, both the public and private 
sectors, or other important institutions in the health sector that commission or conduct research) 

(c)Higher education and (national) research institutes / laboratories 
(departments or research units with focus on health equity, for example in public health, social sciences, 
gender studies) 

(d) Private non-profit organisations involved in research for health  
(NGO’s, faith based organisations or professional associations with focus on health equity, for example those 
providing support to poor and disadvantaged communities) 

(e) Business enterprise or industry (Private for-profit)
(this may include private sector organisations that provide services to poor and disadvantaged communities) 
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(A2.1 continued) 
 

(f) International research and development sponsors or partners involved in research 
for health 
(agencies, foundations and donors, including international organisations active in the country with a focus on 
health equity) 

(g) Are there any other institutions / commissions / structures / councils / networks / 
fora  etc. in your country that have an important impact on the activities of the NHRS 
and there were not mentioned above ? 
(organisations with an influence on the NHRS and a focus on health equity) 
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A3. Key stakeholders involved in ‘research for health’ 
 

A3.1. From the institutions, commissions, mechanisms, companies and other structures noted 
in Section A2 - identify the positions and institutions that have the greatest influence on the 
health equity in your country. 

• Provide a short description noting how they influence the health equity and provide 
relevant documents and/or references and/or examples where available. 

 
Example: list the top 3 most influential stakeholders with a focus on health equity 

A4. Available literature and data review on ‘research for health’ 
 

A4.1. What are the most important or most used previous analyses, reports or information 
sources on providing evidence on health equity issues in your country (examples are: World 
Health Survey, Demographic and Health Surveys, Surveillance systems, Surveys of health 
systems capacity and activity, Health Research System Assessments, etc). 

• Provide a short description of these, and provide relevant documents and/or 
references and/or examples where available. 

 
Example: A specific annual report of the Ministry or central statistical office; research studies; technical 
reviews; etc 



E�

A5. Administrative information 
 

A5.1. Give the names of the stakeholders interviewed in the course of data collection for this 
annex. 

 
Example: Staff from Ministries, Universities, Medical Schools; etc 

A5.2. Give references for the documents reviewed in the course of data collection for this 
annex. 

 
Example: Policies, plans, strategies, annual reports, work plans, budget statements, websites; etc 

A5.3. How many working days did it take to collect the information and complete this annex? 
(Include time spent arranging meetings and requesting documentation) 

 
Number of working days: 
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Definitions

Equity in health implies that ideally everyone should have a fair opportunity to attain their full health 
potential and, more pragmatically, that no one should be disadvantaged from achieving this potential, if 
it can be avoided 

 
Source: Whitehead, M (2000). The concepts and principles of equity and health. WHO Regional Office for Europe, 
Copenhagen 
 
Health determinants: socioeconomic, environmental, behavioural and genetic factors and the 
contextual and legal environments within which the health system operates. 
 
Health system inputs: policy and organisation, health infrastructure, facilities and equipment, costs, 
human and financial resources and health information systems and related processes. 
 
Coverage and use of health services: the performance or outputs of the health system such as 
availability, quality and use of health information and services. 
 
Health outcomes: mortality, morbidity, disability, well-being, disease outbreaks and health status. 
 
Adapted from: Abouzahr, C. & Boerma, T. (2005) Health information systems: the foundations of public health. Bull World Health 
Organ, 83, 578-583. 
 
Health equity stratifiers:

− Place of residence: for example classification by rural, urban, slum, province; 
− Religion; 
− Occupation: for example, the Standard Occupational Classification system (Managers and 

senior officials; Professional occupations; Associate professional and technical occupations; 
Administrative and secretarial occupations; Skilled trades occupations; Personal service 
occupations; Sales and customer service occupations; Process, plant and machine 
operatives; Elementary occupations); 

− Gender; 
− Race/ethnicity: including language group, tribal affiliation, or immigrant – native-born 

citizen; 
− Education: for example number of years of education; completion of primary, secondary, 

tertiary education; highest educational qualification; 
− Socioeconomic status: for example absolute poverty [income of <$1, <2$, $2 or more per 

day], relative poverty [income quintiles, Gini coefficient]; 
− Social networks and capital: for example, displaced populations; 
− Age. 

 
Adapted from: Evans, T. Brown, H. (2003) Road traffic crashes: operationalizing equity in the context of health sector reform. Injury 
Control and Safety Promotion, 10, 11-12. 
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